account of the anatomical characters, natural history, or treatment, of anyone surgical affection; not a few very important surgical affections are merely mentioned, and literally nothing more than mentioned; and many others are passed by in absolute silence. Nor is this all, for the subjects that are touched upon, though often treated with much diffuseness and a copious expenditure of words, are yet very commonly discussed after a fashion so fragmentary, unmethodical, and confused, that our author is not unfrequently betrayed into point-blank contradictions of statements antecedently made. These are the radical faults of the work; and obviously it would be only possible to show that they pervade it throughout, by adducing cumulative evidence co-extensive with the work itself; but such a criticism, it is plain, would rival, or rather exceed, its subject matter in bulk.
But, 011 the other hand, in confining ourselves within reasonable limits, we incur the risk of seeming to assign insufficient grounds for our opinion of Mr. Cooper's treatise. We must, however, of necessity, select the latter alternative, and rest content with exhibiting a few samples of the material of which it is constructed.
In the first two lectures, Mr. Cooper touches discursively upon the physiology and pathology of the blood and the bloodvessels. It may be that these lectures are intended to give a kind of Hunterian colouring to the work, or possibly the " filling-in" of this part of the " sketch" has been designedly omitted, with the view of stimulating the student, at the outset, to independent inquiry. If the former hypothesis be the true one, the contrast, thus inevitably provoked, between our author and the " prophet of surgery" (as Mr try the effect of bleeding from the arm; the pulse, which was almost imperceptible, then became good, ana the patient appeared to be in many respects relieved. Mr. Syme was now sent for; he concurred in the treatment that had been adopted, and suggested the application of warm fomentations to the feet, and the administration of a little wine: the patient did not, however, rally after this time, but continued in the same state until four o'clock in the afternoon, when he died.
"After death the body was examined: it was found that the jugular veins and the large vessels of the neck were uninjured: but the right auricle and pulmonary artery were distended with frothy blood, and the lungs were emphysematous. " A young lady at Camberwell, about nineteen years of age, had a tumour in the neck; she was placed under the care of Sir Benjamin Brodie, and he determined upon its removal. After commencing the operation, he found that the internal jugular vein passed directly through the abnormal mass, and that it would be impossible to remove the latter without wounding the vein. He therefore placed a ligature upon the vein, above and below the points where his incisions were to be made in extirpating the tumour. In separating the tumour from its attachment to the surrounding structures, a small opening was accidentally made in the vein, unfortunately a little below the proximal ligature; a loud whizzing sound was immediately heard; the patient became suddenly insensible, her face was pallid, and there were present all the symptoms described as attendant upon the entrance of air into a vein: indeed, in this case the symptoms at the time were so urgent, that at one moment it was thought that the patient was dead; but after persevering in the use of stimuli, dashing cold water on the head and face, application of ammonia to the nostrils, and its administration internally, she began to show signs of returning animation, and, what is very remarkable, after a short time recovered without suffering from any of the distressing and protracted symptoms generally attendant upon this accident." (pp. 811, 812.) We now take our leave of Mr. Cooper. The blemishes of the present work wholly result from want of diligence and method in digesting the copious stores of accurate information possessed by the author; and when next we meet him in print, we trust that no similar grounds for complaint will occur.
